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Draft opinion Amendment 

For the purposes of this Regulation, a 'regional  

natural disaster' shall mean any natural disaster 

resulting, in a region of a Member State or a country 

involved in accession negotiations with the Union at 

NUTS 2 level, or at the level of several directly 

neighbouring NUTS 3 regions that together form an 

area possessing the minimum characteristics of a 

NUTS 2 region, in direct damage in excess of 1,0 % 

of the region's gross domestic product (GDP). Where 

the disaster concerns several regions at NUTS 2 or 

NUTS 3 level, the threshold shall be applied to the 

weighted average GDP of those regions. 

For the purposes of this Regulation, a 'regional 

natural disaster' shall mean any natural disaster 

resulting, in a region of a Member State or a country 

involved in accession negotiations with the Union at 

NUTS 2 level, or at the level of several directly 

neighbouring NUTS 3 regions that together form an 

area possessing the minimum characteristics of a 

NUTS 2 region, in direct damage in excess of  1,0 % 

of the region's gross domestic product (GDP). Where 

the disaster concerns several regions at NUTS 2 or 

NUTS 3 level, the threshold shall be applied to the 

weighted average GDP of those regions. 

If the natural disaster’s caused damage is not 

exceeding the NUTS 2 region’s 1% GDP, but 

reaches its 0,75%, and this loss is focused in a NUTS 

2 region part of a NUTS 3 region, whose collective 

population and/or GDP is below the NUTS 2 

region’s population and/or below 50% of its GDP, so 

the events will also be subject to a regional natural 

disaster rating, and as such eligible for support from 

the European Solidarity Fund. 

 

 

 

 

Justification:  The definition should take into account the issue of spatial concentration and the 

disproportionate distribution of damages as well. In some cases the loss is below 1% of the GDP 

of the NUTS 2 region, but due to the spatial concentration it damages the region’s subunits and 

therefore the European Solidarity Fund should provide assistance by all means.  


