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RAPPORTEUR'S AMENDMENT – Rule 66(1) 

 

AMENDMENT 4R 
RESOURCE EFFICIENCY OPPORTUNITIES IN 

THE BUILDING SECTOR 

 

ENVE-V-049 

 

BORBOLY Csaba 

 

 

This amendment relates to amendments 4 and 5 

 

Point 4 

 

Amend as follows: 

 

Draft opinion Amendment 

proposes that the EU institutions analyse the option 

of developing a compensation mechanism which 

would not make regions that are leaders in resource 

use any less competitive. This mechanism would, 

firstly, help less developed regions to meet the 

challenges involved in sustainable buildings 

(specifically preventing the increase in prices 

triggered by internalising external negative factors) 

and, secondly, facilitate the renovation and 

expansion of green infrastructure in regions affected 

by changes in land use; 

proposes that the EU institutions analyse the option 

opportunity of developing a compensation 

mechanism which would not make regions that are 

leaders in resource use any less competitive, and at 

the same time. This mechanism would, firstly, help 

support less developed regions to meet the 

challenges involved in sustainable buildings 

(specifically preventing the increase in prices 

triggered by internalising external negative factors) 

and, secondly, facilitate the renovation and 

expansion of green infrastructure in regions affected 

by changes in land useindirect land use change 

caused by extraction of raw materials; 

 

Reason 

 

ERDF supports cohesion in lagging behind regions, while it does not handle future issues of higher 

construction material prices caused by the internalisation of negative externalities. The Communication does 

not refer to indirect land use change as a negative externality, so it might be also reasonable to include in the 

mechanism. The issues to be tackled are present at local and regional level. 

 

 

_____________ 

 

 

 

 

Am. 4R 
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RAPPORTEUR'S AMENDMENT – Rule 66(1) 

 

AMENDMENT 7R 
RESOURCE EFFICIENCY OPPORTUNITIES IN THE 

BUILDING SECTOR 

 

ENVE-V-049 

 

BORBOLY Csaba 

 

 

This amendment relates to amendments 7 and 8 

 

 

Point 6 

 

Amend as follows: 

 

 

Draft opinion Amendment 

considers that one important means of increasing the 

number of green buildings is to step up support for 

construction companies and developers with a view 

to green construction. Green buildings have long-

term advantages, particularly in terms of energy 

savings and worker productivity. While green 

buildings are more cost-efficient, it is the final 

owners and users who reap the benefits, not the 

builders. The additional costs entailed in putting up 

green buildings – generally 2 to 5% – cannot readily 

be passed onto the owners, which is why 

construction companies often find that it is not 

financially viable; 

 

 

 

 

considers that one important means of increasing the 

number of green buildings is to step up support for 

construction companies and developers with a view 

to green construction. Green buildings have long-

term advantages, particularly in terms of energy 

savings and worker productivity. While green 

buildings are more cost-efficient, it is the final 

owners and users who reap the benefits, not the 

builders. The additional costs entailed in putting up 

green buildings – generally 2 to 5% – cannot readily 

be passed onto the owners, which is why 

construction companies often find that it is not 

financially viable the greening of the building sector 

requires public authorities to provide incentives to 

the construction business for a transition towards 

less wasteful practices, because the construction 

phase is crucial for the environmental performance 

of any building throughout its life cycle. Such a 

transition would not happen as rapidly as supposed 

in the absence of common EU indicators and 

standards, but also when there is no economically 

viable business models for preference of greener and 

more resource efficient building techniques and 

materials compared to the current situation; 

 

Reason 

 

While user awareness of the advantages offered by green buildings can contribute to the demand pull in the 

market, it has been insufficient thus far to induce a major greening of the market and consequently, supply 

side measures including economic support mechanisms need to be considered both by LRAs and at national 

level. 

_____________ 

Am. 7R 
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RAPPORTEUR'S AMENDMENT– Rule 66(1) 
 

AMENDMENT 12R 
RESOURCE EFFICIENCY OPPORTUNITIES IN 

THE BUILDING SECTOR 

 

ENVE-V-049 

 

BORBOLY Csaba 

 

 

This amendment relates to amendment 12 

 

Point 10 

 

Amend as follows: 

 

Draft opinion Amendment 

considers that it would be useful to apply a system of 

territorial and regional planning tools to resource 

efficiency, while taking into account renewable 

energy, energy efficiency and waste management 

 

considers that local and regional policy formulation 

might also use spatial planning and town planning 

tools and practices, and at the same time, sustainable 

buildings policy should take it would be useful to 

apply a system of territorial and regional planning 

tools to resource efficiency, while taking into 

account renewable energy, energy efficiency, and 

waste management and operation and maintenance 

issues 

 

Reason 

 

Spatial and town planning with their participatory approach are used in energy efficiency and RES planning 

– so it seems favourable to integrate sustainable buildings into a proven framework. 

 

O&M issues were raised by CIBSE in its position paper, received after submitting the draft opinion. 

 

_____________ 

 

Am. 12R 
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RAPPORTEUR'S AMENDMENT– Rule 66(1) 
 

AMENDMENT 16R 
RESOURCE EFFICIENCY OPPORTUNITIES IN 

THE BUILDING SECTOR 

 

ENVE-V-049 

 

BORBOLY Csaba 

 

 

This amendment relates to amendment 16 

 

Point 18 

 

Amend as follows: 

 

Draft opinion Amendment 

considers that it must not be forgotten that the 

construction industry is a tool, and buildings can 

have a town planning, architectural, social, economic 

and environmental dimension, and that particular 

importance must be attached to the problem of 

sustainability. It must be underscored that buildings 

do not in themselves have a good or harmful effect 

on their environment, other than in the context of the 

complex interrelations referred to above. The 

Committee therefore proposes that the approach 

centred on buildings be further developed to 

incorporate the new contexts; 

considers that it must not be forgotten that the 

construction industry is a tool, and buildings can 

have a town planning, architectural, social, economic 

and environmental dimension, and that particular 

importance must be attached to the problem of 

sustainability. It must be underscored that buildings 

do not only in themselves have a good or harmful 

effect on their environment, their impact must be 

understood in the complex framework of other than 

in the context of the complex interrelations referred 

to above. The Committee therefore proposes that the 

building centric approach centred on buildings be 

further developed to incorporate the new contexts; 

 

Reason 

 

The building centric approach is not in line with what we found in the literature review on sustainable 

buildings, and at the same time most local and EU level stakeholders involved highlighted the need for a 

holistic approach instead of the building centric one. 

 

_____________ 

 

 

 

 

Am. 16R 
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RAPPORTEUR'S AMENDMENT– Rule 66(1) 
 

AMENDMENT 26R 
RESOURCE EFFICIENCY OPPORTUNITIES IN 

THE BUILDING SECTOR 

 

ENVE-V-049 

 

BORBOLY Csaba 

 

 

This amendment relates to amendment 26 

 

Point 28 

 

Amend as follows: 

 

Draft opinion Amendment 

proposes that alongside resource efficiency 

procedures, university curricula for engineers, 

architects and economists should also include 

procedures to reduce the amount of additional 

resources used as a result of changes mid project 

 

proposes that university curricula for engineers, 

architects and economists alongside resource 

efficiency procedures, university curricula for 

engineers, architects and economists should also 

include practices to reduce additional use of 

materials and waste generation the amount of 

additional resources used as a result of design plan 

changes mid project 

 

Reason 

 

The issue of plan changes is reflected in the Communication, the main purpose of the point is to underline 

the need for integrating this sustainable building approach in higher education modules. 

 

_____________ 

 

 

Am. 26R 
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RAPPORTEUR'S AMENDMENT– Rule 66(1) 
 

AMENDMENT 27R 
RESOURCE EFFICIENCY OPPORTUNITIES IN 

THE BUILDING SECTOR 

 

ENVE-V-049 

 

BORBOLY Csaba 

 

 

This amendment relates to amendments 27 and 28 

 

Point 31 

 

Amend as follows: 

 

Draft opinion Amendment 

points out that many local and regional authorities 

have observed that the Member States view 

instruments established by energy efficiency rules 

merely formally, as a system alien to the design 

culture of their regions or countries. This attitude 

must be addressed as regards resource efficiency, 

and with this in mind the Committee proposes 

analysing the governance of the current policy; 

 

points out that many local and regional authorities 

have observed that the Member States view 

instruments established by energy efficiency rules 

merely formally, as a system alien to the design 

culture of their regions or countries. This attitude 

must be addressed as regards resource efficiency, 

and with this in mind the Committee proposes 

analysing the governance of the current policy; The 

Committee therefore suggests drawing up some form 

of interim report on the operation of these 

instruments; 

 

Reason 

 

Accepting partly Hermann Kuhn's amendment. 

 

 

_____________ 

 

 

 

 

Am. 27R 
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RAPPORTEUR'S AMENDMENT– Rule 66(1) 
 

AMENDMENT 30R 
RESOURCE EFFICIENCY OPPORTUNITIES IN 

THE BUILDING SECTOR 

 

ENVE-V-049 

 

BORBOLY Csaba 

 

 

This amendment relates to amendment 30 

 

Point 35 

 

Amend as follows: 

 

Draft opinion Amendment 

emphasises that, according to the results of the 

market analysis to which the Commission refers, the 

cost of investing in green construction is only a few 

percent higher than in traditional construction. 

However, this is only partly true: the cost of 

investing in such construction can be many times 

higher in developed regions than in less developed 

regions. The technical context of this construction 

needs to be linked to the economic context. 

However, in addition to the scale of current and 

expected differences, it is strongly recommended 

that less developed regions be made aware of the 

challenges they are liable to face; 

 

emphasises that, according to the results of the 

market analysis to which the Commission refers, the 

cost of investing in green construction is only a few 

percent higher than in traditional construction, but 

one should take into account regional disparities, as 

in lagging behind regions the average investment 

cost can be several times lower than in well off 

regions. However, this is only partly true: the cost of 

investing in such construction can be many times 

higher in developed regions than in less developed 

regions. The technical context of this construction 

needs to be linked to the economic context. 

However, in addition to the scale of current and 

expected differences, it is strongly recommended 

that less developed regions be made aware of the 

challenges they are liable to face; 

 

Reason 

 

For instance Romanian public standards set a limit of approx. 400 euro/m
2
 for new public buildings. So the 

difference is not 2-3%, as the capital cost for a NZEB is at least 2-3 times higher than the Romanian upper 

limit in the public sector. Hopefully the new formulation is clearer. 

 

_____________ 

 

 

 

Am. 30R 
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RAPPORTEUR'S AMENDMENT– Rule 66(1) 
 

AMENDMENT 32R 
RESOURCE EFFICIENCY OPPORTUNITIES IN 

THE BUILDING SECTOR 

 

ENVE-V-049 

 

BORBOLY Csaba 

 

 

This amendment relates to amendments 32 and 33 

 

Point 37 

 

Amend as follows: 

 

Draft opinion Amendment 

considers that priority must be given to rural regions 

and small and medium-sized towns, as these regions 

are less efficient than large towns. Their defining 

features need to be specified in compensation 

systems, regulations and R&D to prevent them being 

severely handicapped. 

 

considers that priority special attention must be 

given to the specific problems of rural regions and 

small and medium-sized towns, as these regions are 

often less efficient than large towns. Their defining 

features need to be specified recognised in 

compensation systems the definitions of standards, 

regulations targets and R&D other implementation 

measures to prevent them being severely 

handicapped disproportionally affected or to allow 

them to be compensated where necessary. 

Consequently, the Smart Cities research priority area 

in Horizon 2020 should instead be called Smart 

Cities and Regions, and complemented by a new 

priority area entitled Smart Rural Regions and 

Towns. 

 

Reason 

 

The rapporteur agrees with both amendments. 

 

_____________ 

 

 

Am. 32R 


