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THE EUROPEAN COMMITTEE OF THE REGIONS, 

 

1. expresses its deep sorrow at the deaths in recent months of thousands of migrants trying to 

enter the European Union and therefore welcomes the debate on a new European Agenda on 

Migration; 

 

2. believes that the EU's approach to migration must be sustainable in the long term and must 

address all aspects of migration, which include humanitarian obligations, asylum seekers, 

economic migrants, smuggling and human trafficking, development and stability in non-EU 

countries and Europe's demographic challenges. The Committee underlines that migration is 

an essential element of development, ideally benefitting not only the migrants themselves but 

also the host and home countries, because it allows for the exchange of ideas and stimulates 

innovation and diversity. The Committee reminds all of those holding political responsibility 

to be careful not to stigmatise migrants or migration; 

 

3. considers that the existing tools and channels for the policy dialogue between the EU, the 

Member States and civil society organisations do work, but notes that the policy dialogue 

between the local/regional authorities and the European level is fragmented or occurs on an 

ad hoc basis. The Committee therefore suggests actively involving and using the experience 

of local and regional authorities to improve standards with regard to reception conditions and 

asylum procedures, and that training and assistance with networking be provided for reception 

authorities. In this regard, the Committee considers it a priority to boost the capacities of local 

and regional authorities to identify and protect vulnerable groups, in particular 

unaccompanied minors, who are frequently exploited by criminal gangs for the purposes of 

sexual slavery, forced labour, or even organ trafficking; 

 

4. emphasises that relocation and resettlement policies should take into account geographical 

and demographical criteria, the size of a region or Member State, the population, the 

economic situation, the labour market needs and the available infrastructure and services, as 

well as other relevant factors such as family reunification. The Committee therefore 

welcomes the specification of such criteria for European relocation and resettlement schemes 

in the European Agenda on Migration; 

 

5. points out that the uneven distribution of asylum-seekers and refugees among States and 

between and within regions is a major challenge for local and regional authorities, as is the 

lack of forward planning and the inability to prepare for reception sufficiently in advance. 

Improvised solutions make it harder to ensure that the integration process is swift and 

successful. The Committee urges all Member States to cooperate with local and regional 

authorities in the implementation and operation of both the emergency relocation mechanism 

that has been proposed by the European Commission and any future mandatory and 

automatically-triggered relocation system; 

 



 

COR-2015-02566-00-01-PRES-TRA (EN) 3/4 

6. believes that one crucial aspect that will facilitate agreement on a resettlement scheme is the 

level of public confidence in Europe's ability to successfully integrate migrants and achieve 

social cohesion. The Committee therefore calls on the European Commission to engage with 

the European Committee of the Regions as a matter of urgency, in order to identify successful 

integration policies, raise awareness about them and facilitate their adoption throughout 

Europe. The Committee calls on the European Commission to remind Member States and 

local and regional authorities of the role that European Structural and Investment Funds can 

play in supporting integration policies; 

 

7. welcomes the budget increase for the EU's Triton and Poseidon operations and the 

commitment from fifteen Member States to provide additional resources, which should enable 

the EU to react to emergencies more effectively, and underlines the need to adapt the 

geographical scope of both operations to the problems at hand. The Committee highlights the 

need for a mechanism that will provide for a further increase in this budget, in line with the 

changing requirements for effective rescue operations for as long as they are needed. The 

Committee furthermore hopes that all Member States will commit to allocating additional 

resources when necessary. It also emphasises that funds and resources should be released as 

swiftly as possible without being delayed by unnecessary bureaucratic procedures; 

 

8. suggests that in the near future, EU-LISA, the Agency for Large Scale IT Systems, develop a 

comprehensive data-sharing system on the subject of migration and local authorities, based on 

the VIS system. Such a system could be very helpful in sharing expertise and pooling 

experience in terms of managing accommodation, processing the claims of asylum-seekers 

and refugees, developing integration policies and tackling irregular migration. It would also 

offer practical solutions for promoting the principle of solidarity between local authorities; 

 

9. believes that the EU's response to the challenges of migration will be incomplete if the 

economic and especially the political situations in the countries of origin are dealt with in 

isolation. The Committee therefore welcomes the European Commission recommendation to 

engage with third countries and reach agreements in order to manage migration flows and to 

strengthen their capacity to intervene and save the lives of migrants in distress. The 

Committee suggests that this engagement should also be pursued at the sub-national level, 

also involving law enforcement authorities, to achieve tangible results on the ground in the 

fight against smuggling networks, and in establishing legal migration paths and implementing 

return policies. The Committee therefore calls on the Member States to honour their 

commitment to dedicate at least 0.7% of their GNI to development aid; 

 

10. reiterates its call for "migration and integration partnerships" to be set up between cities and 

regions in the countries of origin and destination in order to enhance cooperation and mutual 

trust. These partnerships would include preparatory measures (such as language lessons and 

cultural and civic training), individual immigration projects, including workers’ training 

programmes, and setting up programmes for circular migration, voluntary return and the 
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reintegration of migrants. These partnerships will complement the work of the European 

migration liaison officers seconded to EU delegations in key non-EU countries; 

 

11. considers that the creation of channels and opportunities for non-EU nationals to come to 

Europe to work or study should play a central role in the development of future migration 

policies. The Committee underlines that it is consequently also essential to speed up the 

adoption of visa-free regimes with those countries meeting the relevant criteria, to develop 

deeper cooperation with other countries concerned, and to provide information on the 

opportunities for legal migration to Europe and the significant dangers linked to irregular 

migration;  

 

12. reiterates the importance of developing local democracy and economies in non-EU countries 

as a key aspect of their political stability, and calls on the European Commission and the 

Member States to further develop the existing cooperation with the European Committee of 

the Regions and Europe's local and regional authorities in order to help build local 

administration capacity in those countries. The Committee therefore draws attention to the 

role played by the CoR's Euro-Mediterranean Regional and Local Assembly (ARLEM) and 

the Conference of Regional and Local Authorities of the Eastern Partnership (CORLEAP); 

 

13. instructs its president to forward this resolution to the European Parliament, the Council, the 

European Commission and the president of the European Council.  

 

Brussels, 4 June 2015 

 

The president  

of the 

European Committee of the Regions  

 

 

 

 

Markku Markkula  

 

 

_____________ 


